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“Your Best Life Now”      Text – 2 Corinthians 5:1-10      LD 22     OT Read. – Exodus 40

Context - False teachers in Corinth are attacking Paul and trying to undermine his ministry.   We also learn from ch. 1:8-9 that Paul recently came close to death.  So though Paul once thought that he might be alive when Jesus returned to earth, he now expects to die before the return of the Lord Jesus.  So Paul is defending his ministry to the Corinthians and teaching them about the body and the soul and death and resurrection and eternal life.   Let’s read from 4:7-5:10 and our text will 5:1-10.

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
One of the most popular ‘Christian’ books of recent times is a book by Joel Osteen called ‘Your Best Life Now.’  It mentions God on just about every page!  However, as one reviewer said, “That is just window dressing.”  The reality is that it is “nothing more than the soggy old self-help pop-psychology that people have been lapping up for a generation – with the word “God” thrown in every once and a while for good measure.”
Well, if we were to write a book about the passage we have just read, we could tweak Osteen’s title to ‘Your Best Life Later.’  And this is because the Bible is abundantly clear that life in heaven is far better than even the best parts of life on earth.  
But there is also a sense in which we could stick with ‘Your Best Life Now.”  And this is because the best life here is the life lived in view of eternal life.  Let me put it another way: Knowing for sure that you will live in heaven later is what makes for the best life now.  The Apostle Paul faced the very real danger of martyrdom almost everyday, and these heavenly truthes encouraged him to keep working.  And while none of us face martyrdom, illness or injury or death can strike in a moment.  And there are all sorts of trials and turmoil and temptations that can make life very painful.
So let’s give our attention to this passage where the Apostle Describes how heavenly realities influence daily life.  And we simply look at the two halves of this theme, beginning with the heavenly realities, as detailed in vv1-5, and then the influence they should have on daily living, as described in vv6-10.  
I.  So first of all, the Heavenly Realities, as detailed in vv1-8.
A. We read, “For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.”  

1. Perhaps you B&G know that Paul was a tentmaker; he made and sold tents to earn a living.  So this was a very familiar illustration for him.  Some of us will have spent time in tents over the holidays.  And it’s nice for a day or a week, perhaps.  It’s nice when the weather is good.  But after a week, or when it rains, tents lose their appeal.  It is always nice to get back to a solid, substantial house.  
2. But Paul has another reason for using this tent/house imagery.  We read earlier from Exodus 40 – Tabernacle/tent.  The Tabernacle was a copy or a type of heaven.  The Shekinah cloud was a symbol of God’s presence.  It was truly beautiful.  Nevertheless, it was still a tent built by human hands.  Dust/wind/rain.  Eventually, it was replaced by a temple made of wood and stone and gold – much more permanent.  
3. So with all this imagery in mind, Paul speaks here about our earthly bodies.  They are like a tent.  Because of the effects of sin on creation, our bodies are weak and frail.  Many human beings die in the womb.  Some live for just a short time.  Some live and have to cope with physical or intellectual disabilities their whole life.  Last year in NZ, 379 people left home expecting to get to their destination but instead they died in a car crash.  But even those who live a long life with pretty good health still need sick leave or surgery or medicine or treatment, because of pain or injury or illness, and eventually, they too, like everyone else, die.  Our human bodies are frail and weak.
4. The point is though that death is not the end.  And remember that Paul is speaking here to believers; to followers of Jesus.  We will say more about that later, but to believers, Paul says, When, not if, but when “the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.”
a. I trust we all know what happens to our bodies when we die.  You have seen the coffin going into the ground.  And you know what happens in the earth – earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.  Our bodies decompose.  
b. But the Bible is very clear – Jesus’ resurrection was a bodily resurrection.  The grave was empty; the grave-clothes were folded.  And Jesus showed His disciples His hands and feet, and He even ate fish with them.  Jesus’ resurrection was a bodily resurrection.  And so will it be with all those who die in Christ!  1 Corinthians 15:52-53 is very plain about this, “The trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  For this … mortal body must put on immortality.”  The bodies of believers will rise from the grave.  
c. Sometimes at funerals, you will hear the minister or the funeral director talk about the grave as a person’s final resting place.  No it is not!  Our bodies will rise again!  The resurrection will be a bodily resurrection.
d. And our bodies will become glorified, eternal bodies.  They will no longer be weak and frail, tent-like bodies.  They will be strong and undying, house-like, or Temple-like bodies!  
e. That is the ultimate heavenly reality that Paul is rehearsing here – resurrected and glorified bodies after the return of Jesus.  
B. But the fact is that many believers have died and will die before the Lord Jesus returns.  So most believers will experience what we call the intermediate state – the period of time between when we die and when Jesus returns.  Now, in 2 Peter 3, Peter refers to the writings of Paul.  And he says that some of the things that Paul says are hard to understand.  Well, I suspect that this passage was one that Peter might have had in mind!  Read any commentator on this passage and you will find translation and interpretation questions about almost every verse!  But taking other Scripture into account, we will try and keep this as uncomplicated as possible.  So we read, “Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling.”
1. And Paul repeats this reference to groaning while we are in this tent again in v4.  Romans 8:21 uses the same word in reference to the whole of creation.  We read there, “The whole creation groans…”  Creation looks forward to the day when it “will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”  Creation can’t wait for the day when it is the new creation; when it is free of all the corruptions and infections of sin.  Well, similarly, Paul and all believers can’t wait for the day when we will have our resurrected, imperishable, immortal, sinless, glorified bodies.  
2. But this is where it gets a little trickier, as Paul continues, “Because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked.  For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling.”  
a. Paul knew, you see, that the moment believers die their souls go to enjoy a conscious existence with Jesus in heaven.  There is no purgatory, as the RC believe, where we must go and slowly pay for all the sins we have committed on earth.  There is no soul sleep, as some cults and even some Christians mistakenly believe.  Our souls go immediately to be with Jesus in heaven.  Jesus said to the Thief on the cross, “Today, you will be with me in paradise.”  We learn from Jesus’ account of the rich-man and Lazarus that they had a conscious existence, one in heaven and one in hell.  And Paul says, in Phil 1:23, “I desire to depart and be with the Lord.”  So Paul looked forward to being with the Lord Jesus in heaven.  
b. But what his words here reveal is that he shuddered at the thought of death; he saw death as the ultimate intruder.  He would have much preferred the return of the Lord Jesus than to have to go through death.  And also, even though his soul would go immediately to be with the Lord Jesus in heaven, he viewed that existence of being a naked soul, a soul without its body, a distant second to how we shall be after the Lord Jesus returns.  We are body and soul creatures.  Our ultimate destiny is to be body and soul creatures in eternity.  So while Paul looked forward to being with the Lord in the intermediate state, by far and away, he would much prefer to go straight to the body and soul existence of eternity than to have his body spend anytime in the grave.  
3. And the last part of v4 reinforces this: “So that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.”  What it is that ‘swallows’ the mortal now?  It is death’s grave.  It is that awful moment when our body or the body of our loved one is lowered into the cold, dark, damp earth.  We can make it a nice Rimu coffin and we can put shiny handles on the side and we can cover the coffin with flowers and throw in some rose petals.  But the earth will swallow the mortal remains of the body.  So Paul looks forward to the time when the body is ‘swallowed up by life’; when it is raised and glorified and immortal!
C. And Verse 5 says, “Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.”  The Christian life begins when the Holy Spirit gives a person a new nature.  It is called being born again.  But it is also called a spiritual resurrection.  We go from being dead in sin to alive in Christ.  And because it is the work of the Holy Spirit, it cannot be undone – it will end with our physical resurrection to eternity.  And that is why Paul speaks of it as a guarantee.  
1. Indeed, this is why, way back in v1 Paul could say, “We have a building from God.”  It is so certain that Paul does not say that we will receive a building from God but that we have it.  Because His promises to us are Yes! and Amen! in Christ, He speaks in the present tense, not the future tense.  
II.  So when we die, our souls shall go immediately to be with the Lord Jesus.  This is the intermediate state.  That is good!  But when the Lord Jesus returns, our bodies will be raised and glorified and reunited with our souls.  This is the eternal state.  That is best!  This is what we mean by Your Best Life Later!  But knowing this is what makes for Your Best Life Now!  And we see this as Paul explains the influence that these heavenly realities should have on daily living in vv6-10.
A. In vv6-8, Paul basically summarizes all he has said thus far – while we are “at home in the body,” while we live on earth, we are “away from the Lord,” we are not with Him in heaven.  But we are always confident!  Ok?  We live with a certain hope and assurance, even though, as v7 says, these are things of faith and not sight.  
1. I am sure you can remember a time when you were ill and you felt wretched.  But you saw the doctor and he prescribed medicine and he told you that the medicine would be effective and you would get completely better.  And knowing that makes all the difference.  Right?  

2. Well, we can’t see heaven.  We can’t see people’s souls go up to be with the Lord Jesus.  We only have the promise of Jesus in the Bible that He will return and that our bodies will rise and be glorified.  But we have His Spirit and the promises in the Word of God are true and reliable.  
3. In 1 Thess. 4:13 we read this, “We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep (which means those who have died) that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.”  So, yes, we shudder at death; yes, death is an intruder.  But Jesus is the resurrection and the life.  We know that the grave is not our final resting place!  We are always confident!
4. And as we come to v8, it is perfectly reasonable that we would prefer to be “away from the body and at home with the Lord” over continuing this earthly life, which is so assaulted and violated by sin and death.  It is right to pray that the Lord Jesus would come back to earth now or that the Lord would take us to be with Him.  There is nothing wrong with preferring to be in heaven.  The Bible often uses the language of a pilgrimage to describe our earthly existence – we are on a journey to our true home, which is heaven!  
B. But now we come to vv9-10, which is where Paul states the main implication of all that he has said.  He says, “So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it.  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.”
1. Now, we will come to the main implication in a moment.  But let’s first think about what Paul says in v9 about pleasing the Lord whether we are home or away.  For at first read, if ‘home’ refers to our earthly life and ‘away’ refers to life in heaven, it sounds like Paul is suggesting that we can displease God in heaven?  Well, the first thing to note is that there is absolutely nothing else in the whole of Scripture that would support the idea that we will be capable of wrong-doing in heaven.  But note also that v10 is very clear that Judgment Day will be about what was done “in the body.”  So Paul does not mean here that we can do wrong in heaven.  What he means is that whether the return of Jesus finds us at home in the physical body, or away, i.e., already separated from that body by death; what counts is that we sought to please the Lord while we lived. 

2. And that leads us into the main implication of these verses, which is that “We aim to please Him.”  Those words should sum up the way that we believers think and talk and behave – “we aim to please Him.”  In Philippians 1, which is where Paul speaks of his preference to be with the Lord, he says, “For me to live is Christ.”  He knows that while he has breath, he can be a useful servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.  So while we may pray for the return of Jesus and long to be with Him in heaven, we use each second that He gives us to honour Him with every aspect of our lives.  
a. And we do this, knowing also, that all that we have thought and said and done will be exposed on the Day of Judgment.  Let us not think that because we are saved by faith in Christ alone that this holy God is no longer concerned with our holiness.  One ancient preacher said we ought to live as though the Judgment Throne of Christ were present wherever we are and that He is listening in to all our thoughts and every conversation and observing everything we do.  For surely, as Christians, as those saved by grace alone, as those who have the hope of a heavenly future, we have every reason to live holy lives!  We should not need to blush about a thought, word, or deed that the Lord Jesus sees.  
b. But let us also be encouraged with the reward language here.  What does Romans 8:1 tell us about the believer?  “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Jesus Christ.”  Paul is not suggesting here that we must still undergo a punishment for our sins.  Jesus said, “It is finished.”  So while our wrong must be exposed to vindicate the holiness of God and to magnify the sacrifice of Christ, the punishment that our sins deserve has been endured by the Lord Jesus on the cross.  But all that the good we did in the body, all that we have built on the foundation of Christ, shall be rewarded!  
What a wonderful motivation to aim to please Christ that we are given in these words!  What a gloriously practical doctrine is the doctrine of the last things.  Believer, your best life will be later, in heaven, with Jesus.  But knowing this means you can live your best life now, as you look forward to being with Him and receiving a gracious reward.  Amen.
